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Man's palace, because pieces of plaster are found there only,
and not in other parts of the ruins. Here it is probable that
the satraps of Taxila may have taken up their residence when
they came to pay their respects at the famous shrine of the
"Body-gift" of Buddha, Here, also, there may have been a
small town of about 15CO or 2000 houses, which extended to
the northward, and occupied the whole of the rising ground
on which the village of Minikyala now stands. I estimate
the entire circuit of the space that may have been occupied
by the town as about one mile and a half, which, at 500 square
feet per man, would give a population of 12,500 persons, or
just six persons to each house.
The people are unanimous in their statements that the
city was destroyed by fire; and this belief, whether based on
tradition or conviction, is corroborated by the quantities of
charcoal and.ashes which are found amongst all the rained
buildings. It was also amply confirmed by the excavations
which I made in the great monastery to the north of General
Court's Tope. I found the plaster of the walls blackened by
fire, and the wrought blocks of kankar limestone turned into
quicklime. The pine timbers of the roofs also were easily recog-
nized by their charred fragments and ashes. Unfortunately,
I discovered nothing during my researches that offered any
clue to the probable period of the destruction of these buildings,
but as this part of the country had fallen into the power of
the Kashmirian kings, even before the time of Hwen Thsang,
I am inclined to attribute their destruction rather to Brahma-
nical malignity than to Muhammadan intolerance.
4.    STNGHAPURA, OR KETAS.
According to Hwen Thsang, the capital of the kingdom of
Seng-ho-$u-lof or Singhapura, was situated at 700 K, or 117
miles, to the south-east of Taxila. The bearing points to
Jhelam, near which is the town of Sangohi, which has been
noted by M. Vivien de St. Martin as the possible representa-